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Political Cartoons as Historical Evidence
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Political Cartoons
1. Happenings in the US at the time the cartoon was created are imperialist activities in Cuba and the Philippines. Both countries are portrayed as needy children and need support from the generous Uncle Sam. Even though Cuba has gained its independence, it is still dependent on the US while the Philippines are blood-thirsty and the military dictatorships astonish her[footnoteRef:1].    [1:   History.com Editors, "Treaty of Paris Ends Spanish-American War," HISTORY, last modified February 22, 2019, https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/treaty-of-paris-ends-spanish-american-war.] 

2.  Cuba’s independence provided a platform for the political advancement of other countries in the Caribbean. Puerto Rico and Guam were freed from imperialism, and the Philippines were purchased for approximately $20million. Even though Cuba had obtained its independence, it remained a jurisdiction of the US.  Military forces in the Philippines surrendered their weapons to the new administration.
3. The depiction of the US as a female known as Columbia or Lady Liberty personified American liberties and freedom. The US had gained its independence from the colonial hands of the British during the pre-revolutionary period. The US colonies worshipped her like a goddess, and the depiction was illustrative of the appreciation of deities in the ancient years. 
4. Yes, there is a significant difference between the two cartoons since "Now, Will You Be Good" depicts the US as an opportunistic state that has selfish motives[footnoteRef:2]. The US is taking advantage of countries like Cuba to increase its national revenues. Countries like the Philippines that resist such forms of colonial manipulations are met with fierce military attacks. [2:   "Featured Document: “Now, Will You Be Good?” | ASHP/CML," Home | ASHP/CML, accessed February 28, 2019, https://ashp.cuny.edu/news/featured-document-%E2%80%9Cnow-will-you-be-good%E2%80%9D.] 

5. The stereotypes and caricatures highlighted in “Now, You Will Be Good" refer to two countries, Cuba and the Philippines. Cuba is holding on the notion that they are dependent on the US (Uncle Sam) even after obtaining their independence. Big Sam is a huge character that exaggerates the generosity of the US that is ironically eyeing to exploit Cuba. Cuba is seated while extending thanks to Big Sam while the Philippine is looking in surprise. The countries are like military Toys to Uncle Sam.  
6. The objects depicted in “Now You Will Be Good” include spears that show the inferiority of the Philippines’ weapons as compared to America’s advanced ammunition. Cuba is holding the Liberty Statue to symbolize their freedom from the same imperialists that are infringing on the sovereignty of an independent country. Besides, Cuba is carrying a flag to show that they have achieved their freedom.
7. Uncle Sam is lending a generous arm to a resisting Philippine colony symbolizes the tactics the US used to lure their colonies into aligning their administration with their requirements[footnoteRef:3]. Uncle Sam is smiling and symbolizes that the US recognized their superiority and how she could use it to manipulate their countries into signing independence treaties that favor them. Cuba is worshiping the Liberty statute, and statues of American soldiers are metaphorical to neo-colonialism. [3:  "Uncle Sam Watches over Cuba and the Philippines · HERB: Resources for Teachers," · HERB: Resources for Teachers, accessed February 28, 2019, https://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/626.] 

8. The cartoon portrays the US as a self-centered country that strives to increase her imperialist efforts in the Caribbean at the expense of other states. The US is dishonest since she does not plan to give Cuba full independence since they want her to become their protectorate. Besides, the US is egocentric since she perceives others as inferior and wants to dominate them at all cost.
9. The audience of Judge Magazine is art-enthusiasts who have interests in post-revolutionary wars. The audience includes history scholars and researchers who are keen to learn about America’s history using satirical cartoon images. Specifically, the magazine is targeting Democratic governance of Grover Cleveland[footnoteRef:4].  [4:   "Judge Magazine," Spartacus Educational, accessed February 28, 2019, https://spartacus-educational.com/ARTjudge.htm.] 

10. The cartoon has biases of ethnic and racial discrimination since the US perceives Cuba and Philippines as inferior to them. Therefore, they want to continue colonizing them by introducing them to their Western culture. Also, there are military biases that make the two colonies weak to fight against a formidable force like the US. Consequently, they are conquered and forced to submit to unfair terms.




Bibliography


Editors, History.com. "Treaty of Paris Ends Spanish-American War." HISTORY. Last modified February 22, 2019. Retrieved from https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/treaty-of-paris-ends-spanish-american-war.


"Featured Document: “Now, Will You Be Good?” | ASHP/CML." Home | ASHP/CML. Accessed February 28, 2019. Retrieved from https://ashp.cuny.edu/news/featured-document-%E2%80%9Cnow-will-you-be-good%E2%80%9D.


"Judge Magazine." Spartacus Educational. Accessed February 28, 2019. Retrieved from  https://spartacus-educational.com/ARTjudge.htm.


"Uncle Sam Watches over Cuba and the Philippines · HERB: Resources for Teachers." · HERB: Resources for Teachers. Accessed February 28, 2019. Retrieved from  https://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/626.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
